
November - December 2025

Guild Meetings


Guild meetings are held in person, 
recorded, and posted for members. 


St. James Episcopal Church 
11815 Seven Locks Road 
Potomac, MD 20854


Library	 9:30 am 
Business meeting	 10:00 am 
Program	 10:30 am


Programs


November 8, 2025

Shelagh Jessop

Clothing Mending

Basic Concepts for Clothing 

Mending


December 13, 2025

Judy Frater

Textile Artisans in India

Artisans by Design: An Odyssey of 

Education for Textile Artisans in 
India


Janaury 10, 2025

Coming soon


Newsletter
 Established 1945

From the President

Joanne Seyl


Fall has arrived and winter is right around the corner . . .  but don’t 
let that keep you from coming to our guild meetings! Our 
September and October speakers were fantastic. Those of you who 
participated in the workshops created some adorable felted Hedgies 
and sheep, and stitched some beautiful Sashiko samplers!


We have some great upcoming programs – November features a 
presentation and workshops on Clothing Mending and December 
features a presentation on Textile Artisans in India. Be sure to come 
to the meetings so you don’t miss out on either of these artists.


While we don’t have any workshops following our December 
meeting, get ready because we are going have a POTLUCK!! 
Immediately following the artist’s presentation, we will flow right into 
a potluck, just like we did last year. It’s a great time for members to 
socialize with one another and share some tasty treats! More 
information to come prior to the December meeting.


As I mentioned at our last meeting, I want to thank all of you who 
have stepped up to volunteer within the guild. Volunteers are what 
make this guild successful and we all really appreciate everyone who 
has been able to help out in many roles and committees throughout 
the guild. Way to go!!


And lastly, our programs committee is diligently working to finalize 
the workshop lineup for spring. Be on the lookout for more 
information on the artists, workshops, and registration dates!


See you at our meetings!


  ~ Joanne



PFAG Newsletter November - December 2025

Potomac Fiber Arts Guild since 1945 2

Studio Space  
& Guild Workshops


The studio will host most guild 
extended workshops, study groups, 
Member’s Making meet-ups, and 
First Friday sales and exhibitions. To 
express interest in selling or 
displaying work at First Friday, use 
this form. 


The PFAG Studio is in the Artists & 
Makers space at 11810 Parklawn 
Drive, Suite 204, Rockville, MD. The 
Guild's entrance and parking is at 
the rear of the building.


For a fee, Guild members may also 
rent the studio or host a workshop. 
The studio schedule and bookings 
are available online through the 
Guild’s members only login area. 


Other questions? Contact Liesel at 
studiospace@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Engagement


Our Guild promotes excellence in 
design and fine craftsmanship in the 
fiber arts. Part of that mission is to 
provide educational opportunities to 
the general public to promote a 
better appreciation of the fiber arts. 
Send your ideas and suggestions to 
outreach@potomacfiberartsguild.org


We like to feature these community 
outreach opportunities, so please 
also send information and photos of 
your participation to 
newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Financial support, a mini-grant, is 
available to members to help fund 
outreach projects. 

Fall workshops are filling quickly so register soon!!  
Workshops are held at Artists & Makers, see Studio Space & Guild 
Workshops sidebar on page 2. See the website for supply lists, fees, and 
to register.


Mini Workshop

November 7, 2025 1:00 to 5:00 PM


Introduction to Visible Mending
Shelagh Jessop


Start visible mending with 
this mini workshop. We’ll 
apply the basic principles 
of clothing mending to a 
project in which we mend 
holes, tears, or worn away 
fabric.


Extended Workshops

November 9, 2025 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM


Visible Mending, Emphasis Visible
Shelagh Jessop


Shelagh will teach you the 
fundamentals of clothing mending 
along with some basic stitching 
techniques. These new skills will not 

only repair your clothing, 
but make them stand out 
as you prolong the life of 
your much loved clothing. 
Each student will take 
home a hand-made 
mending kit that will 
include Stuart Moores 
Textiles, plant dyed flosses 
and fabrics, as well as 
everything you need to 
continue your mending practice at home.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmIEaXYDI9QaYcYA-HDEnU3pR4vsDG-0m48JctYNE9b3daMQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmIEaXYDI9QaYcYA-HDEnU3pR4vsDG-0m48JctYNE9b3daMQ/viewform
https://artistsandmakersstudios.com/
https://artistsandmakersstudios.com/
https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/pfag-studio-space-booking-portal/
mailto:studiospace@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:outreach@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org
https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/2024-2025-programs-and-workshops/
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Social Media


The Guild's social media accounts 
help spread the word about the 
work we do, the classes we teach, 
and fiber art events in our 
community. Please submit photos 
and information to share your own 
work or provide information about a 
show or class you are teaching. With 
over 600 followers on Facebook and 
175 on Instagram, we can help get 
the word out. 


Just use this link - you will need to 
supply some photos and basic 
information and we can take it from 
there.


www.facebook.com/
PotomacFiberArtsGuild

www.instagram.com/
potomacfiberartsguild


Membership


If you know someone who would like 
to join our Guild, please invite them 
to a meeting or refer them to our 
website, 
www.potomacfiberartsguild.org. 


For answers to membership 
questions, please email 
membership@potomacfiberartsguild.org

Hedgie, the Mascot

Paula Flicker

When I signed up for the needle felting mini-
workshop, I was sure I would learn a great 
deal. But what would I do with a felted 
hedgehog? 


I took the hedgehog to work. Although my 
hedgehog came out well, I am not convinced 
of its cuteness. My friends, who like to see 
the various crafty things I do, thought Hedgie 
was a big hit. 


Hedgie’s curly locks are quite soft; some 
people like to hold it and pet it. Another 
colleague had fun taking pictures of Hedgie 
in various locations. It turns out that the team 
likes the hedgehog more than I did. We have 
a therapy mascot (and I have sufficient 
materials to make 2 more).

Located inside: Artists & Makers, 11810 Parklawn Drive, Suite 204, Rockville, MD

Book the PFAG Studio Space  
for a few hours or a day or two

With 10-15 six-foot tables, 
there is space for up to 30 
workshop participants. Or, for 
weaving or other workshop 
purposes, tables can be taken 
down, creating floor space. 


Parking is free.

Industrial sinks and a 
microwave dedicated to 
dyeing add to the teaching 
possibilities.

Perfect for  
Single Rentals, Small Groups, Workshops


Single rental reservations limited to PFAG members only. Workshops 
may be booked by affinity fiber art groups. See the website for rates, 
rules, availability, and to book your reservation. For questions, contact 
Liesel at studiospace@potomacfiberartsguild.org

https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/pfag-studio-space-booking-portal/
mailto:studiospace@potomacfiberartsguild.org
http://www.potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:membership@potomacfiberartsguild.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHuLhof1E1tUjBz2PSMeS56S2tEuM3xX1pBl4AYDJG2RvX6Q/viewform
http://www.instagram.com/potomacfiberartsguild
http://www.instagram.com/potomacfiberartsguild
http://www.facebook.com/PotomacFiberArtsGuild
http://www.facebook.com/PotomacFiberArtsGuild
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Textiles & Tea


From the Handweavers Guild of 
America website: Each week the 
Handweavers Guild of America, Inc. 
(HGA) hosts Textiles & Tea, a 
conversation with some of the most 
respected fiber artists in the field 
today. A 45-minute discussion 
focuses on their artwork and creative 
journey. At the end, 15 minutes are 
allocated for questions from the 
viewers. Textiles & Tea takes place 
every Tuesday at 4:00 pm (ET) and is 
broadcast via Zoom and Facebook 
Live. These broadcasts are free to 
view and open to all.


For more detail about the talks, and 
to sign up, go to Facebook or the 
the HGA website, 
weavespindye.org/textiles-and-tea


 
The Textile Museum


Exhibits


Enduring Traditions:  
Celebrating the World of Textiles


Through December 20, 2025


Source Material:  
Lessons in Responsible Fashion


Through April 11, 2026


Adorning the Horse: 
Equistrian Textiles for Power and 
Prestige


February 21 to June 20, 2026


For More Information

www.museum.gwu.edu 
701 21st NW 
Washington, DC 20052

Guest PFAGuild Artists in the Gallery

Silvia Souza


Thank you to all who participated in the Open Call to exhibit work as guest 
PFAGuild artists in the Gallery at the Torpedo Factory. We had a wonderful 
selection of artworks to review.  We are sorry we did not have enough 
open slots to accept everyone who submitted. All of the work showed the 
breadth of talent and skill that the Guild fosters. In the end, our jury of 
three selected the work of the following artists for two-month rotations:

January-February: Karen O’Toole
February-March: Melinda Lowy
March-April: Jeanne Marklin
April-May: Norma Brooks
May-June: Andrea Finch
October-November: Sonha Mason


We hope you will stop by to see their work. You are always welcome.

Community Outreach

Spinning Wheel of Fortunes and Fun

Margo Lehman


Here’s a little “thing” I did that 
was kind of fun. I’m always 
involved in my church’s Harvest 
Festival/Halloween Party, usually 
dressed up with beaded spiders 
all over me and introducing 
myself as The Lady Arachnia 
(spiders spin and weave, so….) 
Since our event was during 
daytime hours this year, I 
decided to bring my spinning 
wheel and become Lady 
Arachnia Fortune Spinner. I sat 
there spinning (laceweight/
cobweb white wool!) and the kids 
would tell me to stop. Whatever 
message was at the top of the 
wheel was their “fortune”. 


Lots of fun, lots of 
interest in the wheel 

and how it works from children and adults alike! I even had a chance to 
educate some folks on identifying if their clothes were woven or knitted.

https://weavespindye.org/textiles-and-tea/
http://www.museum.gwu.edu
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Study Group Spotlight


Our study groups are growing. Here 
is a quick list of groups open to new 
members and their main point of 
contact.


Whorls and Wheels Spinning

Sariah Harmer


Wearables

Leisel Fenner


Third Thursday Spinning

Diane Pavek


Tapestry

Anne Sanderoff-Walker


Rug Hooking

Rachel Scarr


PM Fiber Arts

Marcia Horting


Metro Multishaft

Kelly Lukins


Little Looms

Sariah Harmer


Interpretive Stitchery

Diane Wolman


First Thursday Touring

Gay Washburn


Crochet

Helene Dockery


Collage

Julie Haifley


All About Felting

Margo Lehman


For information on these and other 
study groups, see the study group 
section of the members only tab on 
the website.

3-D collages  
by Julie Link Haifley

Wood,  
found papers, 
buttons, 
11 3/4 in. tall

Mid-Atlantic Fiber Association Highlights

MAFA Conference 2027 will be held June 24–27, 2027, with Patty 
Chrisman (MAFA VP & Events Coordinator) and Dornan Trainer (Board 
Member & Vendor Coordinator) serving as co-chairs. Interested in helping 
plan the next conference? Email conference@mafafiber.org  to join the 
planning committee.


Grant proposals for MAFA 2025 are now being accepted! Member 
guilds and fiber arts organizations are encouraged to apply for funding to 
support exhibitions, outreach events, and other projects that promote the 
fiber arts.


Learn more at mafafiber.org/grants/guild-grants or contact Angela Fishman, 
Grants Chair, at grants@mafafiber.org.


Micro-Grants: need a smaller boost? MAFA also offers micro-grants (up to 
$500) for technology upgrades, class equipment, and demo materials. 
Details and application info are available at mafafiber.org/grants/micro-
grants.


MAFA’s Recovery Fund provides up to $500 to help individuals or groups 
resume fiber arts activities after hardship—such as natural disasters or other 
extraordinary events. To apply, submit a brief letter explaining your 
situation and requested amount to grants@mafafiber.org.

mailto:conference@mafafiber.org
http://mafafiber.org/grants/guild-grants
mailto:grants@mafafiber.org
http://mafafiber.org/grants/micro-grants
http://mafafiber.org/grants/micro-grants
mailto:grants@mafafiber.org
https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/study-group-specifics/
https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/study-group-specifics/
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Road Trip Yields Fiber Riches

Joye Newman


My husband and I recently returned from a short road trip through Maine. 
The scenery was absolutely lovely, especially the breathtaking autumn leaves. 
But the true highlight for me was stopping by four exceptional yarn shops!


Our first stop was at Knitwit in Portland. Lots of familiar and new-to-me yarn. I 
bought some great yarn for mittens and some adorable stitch markers. They 
focus on knitters with beautifully designed patterns to showcase their 
premium yarn, notions and treats (think stitch markers, project bags), and 
other delightful accessories knitters love and actually use.


Next, we visited Mother of Purl in Freeport. I found some adorable project 
bags and a few clever tools that I hadn’t seen at any of my local shops.

Then, we stopped at Cashmere Goat in Camden, smaller than the others but 
also delightful, with very knowledgeable and helpful staff. They have a great 
collection of books.


But, the standout for me was Halcyon Yarns in Bath. This gem is only open 
Thursday through Sunday, and honestly, you 
might want all those 
days to explore 
everything it offers. 
Housed in a giant, 
warehouse-like 
building, it caters to 
both knitters and 
weavers. 


Each of these shops 
had friendly, expert 
staff, and, while I saw 
many familiar yarns, 
each also carried 
something fresh and 
new. Plus, I came home with some special tools and bags that are now 
among my favorites and will carry memories of Maine.

About the Library


Library books may be checked out 
from one Guild meeting until the 
next Guild meeting by members in 
good standing. Fines are $1 per 
book per month overdue.


The online library catalog is visible 
to members only. Guild library 
books related to recent or upcoming 
program topics:


To ask a question or suggest new 
books, please contact, 
librarian@potomacfiberartsguild.org.

Equipment Rental

The Guild has fiber art equipment and tools which can be rented for a 
montlhy fee plus a security deposit. Equipment may be rented by Guild 
members and non-members. 


Contact the Equipment Chairperson for more information.

https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/equipment-rental/
mailto:rfquah@gmail.com
https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/guild-library/
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/potomacfiberarts
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/potomacfiberarts
mailto:librarian@potomacfiberartsguild.org
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Introduction to Sashiko with Cindy Gossage

Photos by Margo Lehman, text by Hope Anderson


A fun time was had by all last month. Cindy was great at juggling our different skill levels and questions.  
Oh, and we learned three basic Sashiko stitch patterns. 

PFAG Member featured on Textiles and Tea


Be sure to watch HGA's Textiles and Tea on November 18th at 4 p.m. when our own Andrea Blackmon will be 
the guest artist.  Andrea relishes the rythym in knitting, weaving, sewing, painting, and beading.


Register online. 


https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MTu3o3uSQYaCwpSFQNfOwg#/registration
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Members’ Current or Future Exhibits

CraftForms 2025
Wayne Art Center, Wayne PA


December 6, 2025 to  
         January 24, 2026


Michelle Lipson

Wrong Rock (64” x 64”) was 
accepted to CraftForms 2025, the 
30th International Juried Exhibition 
of Contemporary Fine Craft.

Sacred Threads:  
    Expressing Life’s Journeys
Zion Evangelical United Church of 
Christ, Indianapolis IN


October 30 to November 9, 2025


Myania Moses

Ghosts, Angels and Amazons  
(31” x 36”)
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From the Librarian

Becky Dahlman


I'd like to introduce a couple of new books that will be available in the library at the 
November meeting.


The first is The Ultimate Sashiko Sourcebook, which was recommended by Cynthia 
Gossage at the October meeting. I think there were a lot of folks who were inspired to 
try sashiko, and we didn't have much in our library on the subject. This book is a great 
reference, with introductory instructions, stitch patterns, and a few projects.


The second new book is Bojagi: The Art of Korean 
Textiles, which was recommended by a guild member. We have a couple of books on 
bojagi, traditional Korean wrapping cloths, which are often assembled using patchwork. 
This is a beautiful, well-illustrated addition to our library. The book covers the history of 
bojagi, as well as instructions on techniques and materials, and a number of projects.


As a reminder, the library is open for members to check out books for a period of one 
month - from one meeting to the next. The library catalog is available to view online, 
and of course you can browse in person before our monthly guild meetings!	 	 


	 	 ~ Becky

Handweavers Guild of America

HGA's biennial conference, Convergence, will be 
held in New Orleans from August 11-17, 2025. The 
registration booklet is available online at 
weavespindye.org. 


• Priority registration is already open. 

• General registration opens on November 10. 


You do not have to attend the conference to enter 
items in the various exhibits. 


Check out the exhibits and awards at 
weavespindye.org/exhibitsandawards.  

thought by Barbara Little

cotton fabric, thread and buttons on stretched canvas 
11x14 inches


The mind works in many mysterious ways and 
"thought" represents one of those.

http://weavespindye.org/
http://weavespindye.org/exhibitsandawards
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/potomacfiberarts
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Torpedo Factory

105 N Union Street, Studio 29 

Alexandria, VA 22314


703-548-0935


10:30 AM to 5:30 PM daily

Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery

Guild members are welcome and encouraged to apply to join the Gallery. The Gallery is a cooperative of Guild 
members and offers artists a wonderful exhibit space to showcase and sell their art. To continue a tradition of 
excellence, the Gallery’s jury committee selects one-of-a-kind pieces for each show. Artists set their own prices. 
Commission is a very affordable 25% on sales. For more information about Gallery membership, please contact 
Silvia Souza, Membership Manager, at membership@potomacfiberartsgallery.com.


Established in September of 1974, the Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery is an original occupant of the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. It is a cooperative association of up to 70 fiber artists, many of whom 
teach and have been published.


There are 11 themed shows every year with a wide variety of fiber art. Traditional offerings of quilts, weavings, 
knits, and crochet are available, as well as innovative art that uses fiber techniques with nontraditional materials, 
such as metals, glass, wood, and clay.


A selection of Gallery members’ works is shown on the Gallery’s website and, also in the email message sent out to 
subscribers about each new show. If you are not a subscriber to the Gallery’s e-list, subscribe here.


Show Schedule

Sept. 30 to Nov. 9, 2025

Myths and Monsters


Nov. 19, 2025 to Jan. 4, 2026

Holiday Radiance


mailto:membership@potomacfiberartsgallery.com
https://www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com/
https://www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com/mailing-list-signup
http://fiberartsale.wixsite.com/fallfibersale
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Officers, 
Board Members, & Committee Chairs


President

Joanne Seyl, president@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Vice President; Programs and Workshops

Cori Leyden-Sussler, programs@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Treasurer

Helene Dockery, treasurer@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Secretary, Corresponding

Janet Bowen


Secretary, Recording

Alicia Clugh, secretary@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Engagement Chair

Rachel Scarr, engagement@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Equipment Rental Chair; Membership Chair

Ruth Quah, membership@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Handbook Chair

Janet Stollnitz


Hospitality Chair

Laura Sergovic


Librarian

Becky Dahlman, librarian@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Newsletter Editor

Hope Anderson, newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Studio Space Command Chair

Liesel Fenner, studiospace@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Social Media Content Chair

Bethany Cecere, facebook@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Study Groups Chair

Anita Sama, studygroups@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Webmaster / Registrar

Laritza Rodriguez, registrar@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Website Content

Kelsey Everett, webmaster@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Previous President

Stacy Cantrell

Newsletter


The newsletter is sent via email to subscribed members. 
It is also posted to the members-only section of the 
PFAG website. Newsletters are published early in the 
first month of the issue. Send your fiber experiences, 
awards, exhibits, workshop impressions, photos, short 
articles, and more to 
newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org


Submission Deadlines

Dec 20 for Jan/Feb 2026


Feb 20 for Mar/Apr 2026


Apr 20 for May/Jun 2026


Publication schedule changes in the 2026-2027 Guild year


Jul 20 for Aug/Sep 2026 


Sep 20 for Oct/Nov 2026


Nov 20 for Dec 2026


Inclement Weather


In the event of a severe weather emergency affecting an 
in-person PFAG monthly meeting, program or 
workshop (mini and extended), the Guild will follow the 
closing guidelines issued by Montgomery County 
Government for events involving Community Use of 
Public Facilities (CUPF).* If CUPF facilities are closed 
and/or events are cancelled or delayed, PFAG events 
will be cancelled. As with any endeavor, members 
should be guided by their own best judgement in 
deciding whether to venture out in difficult weather.


*Please note this is not the Montgomery County Public 
Schools notice.


Representatives to  
Fiber Art Organizations


Artisans United (AU)

Gail Robin


Creative Crafts Council (CCC)

Dominie Nash


Handweavers Guild of America (HGA)

Janet Stollnitz


Mid-Atlantic Fiber Association (MAFA)

Kyrie Garretson, Vanessa Gordon


Studio Art Quilt Associates (SAQA)

Susan Callahan

mailto:newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org
https://cupfmontgomerycountymd.blogspot.com/search/label/Emergency
https://cupfmontgomerycountymd.blogspot.com/search/label/Emergency
https://cupfmontgomerycountymd.blogspot.com/search/label/Emergency
mailto:president@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:programs@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:treasurer@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:secretary@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:engagement@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:membership@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:librarian@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:studiospace@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:facebook@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:studygroups@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:registrar@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:webmaster@potomacfiberartsguild.org

