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March-April 2020 

                    

 

 

Newsletter 

March Madness  
March seems to bring more than one kind of madness. The 

flowers and trees are just daring Mother Nature to look the other 
way as they rush headlong into an early spring.   And there is the 
fiber kind of madness with lots fiber shows and colorful events 
going on the next few months to tempt us out of winter 
hibernation. There’s the SAQA exhibit at Strathmore, the 
Resident Art show at Artists and Makers, Handcrafted: Fiber Art 
and Turned Wood at Blackrock and Artisans United, in 
Annandale VA, and let’s not forget to mention our own colorful 
embroidery workshops coming to the guild this month.   There is 
fiber bursting out all over the place—March Madness Indeed!   

2020 Workshops  
Here is recap of upcoming workshops. To register and receive 

the Guild discount, you must logon to the members only area of the PFAG website.    
https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/  

Mar 14, 2020. Embroidering and Embellishing a Personal Business Card with Jodi Colella. Mini Workshop (3 
hours).  Use Found Objects with needlework to rework and repurpose them into a business card where the 
psychological is made physical in the way that one form materializes from another. 

Supply List: There is an extensive supply list.  See the link below to view or print the list.  
https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/March-2020-supply-list-rev.pdf 

Materials Fee: $10.00 Instructor will supply a paper foundation to stitch on–a postcard, or handmade paper 
sampler, etc. 

Mar 15 – 17, 2020 Mixed Media Embroidery (or Embroider Anything) With Jodi Coella. Workshop ( 3 Days). 
Do you like to juxtapose unlikely materials and processes to create compelling imagery and objects; to honor 
memory and place while working with your hands? Join us and learn how to embroider on the fragile surfaces of 
prints, photographs and other unusual objects. The properties of paper are different from fabric and require 
adaptations to traditional embroidery methods. We will cover how to approach this as well as how to embroider on 
unlikely surfaces like goose eggs, boxes, or any other object that allows us to puncture holes for stitching. I will 
share my methods with demos and samples. Beginner-level experience with embroidery is helpful but not 
necessary. 

Supply list:  There is an extensive supply list.  The link above has the list for both workshops.  
Materials Fee: $20.00.  Instructor will provide paper, threads, fabrics, silks and other mixed materials; 

assorted embellishments like artificial flowers and collage items; cork pad; awl; goose eggs; tissue paper; extra 
imagery, photos etc. 

 
You can view the latest update to the Membership Directory online or download it and print it. 

 

2019-20 Meetings 
St. James Episcopal Church 

11815 Seven Locks Rd. 
Potomac, Maryland 

10 am - Meeting & Program 
12:00 noon - Social Hour/library is open 

1-4 pm - Mini-Workshop 
Mar 14, 2020 - Mixed Media Embroidery with Jodi 

Colella 
Apr 11, 2020 - Swedish Weavers: Their Weaves, 

Looms, and Traditions with Joanne Hall 
May 09, 2020 - Pictorial Crochet in Landscapes 

Portraiture with Jo Hamilton 
Jun 13, 2020 - Feltmaking: It’s in the Bag with 

Kathleen Cescenzo 

https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/
https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/March-2020-supply-list-rev.pdf
http://www.potomacfiberartsguild.org/guild/page01.shtml
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Apr 11, 2020 Swedish Band Weaving with Joanne Hall. Mini 
Workshop (3 hours). Students begin to weave a plain weave on pre-
warped bands. They will then return the bands and will take a band that 
has a pick- up pattern. Some bands will have 5 pattern warps, but there 
will be 7-, 9-, and up to 15-pattern warps for those with more band 
weaving experience. Joanne will demonstrate warping and will bring 
warp thread, so students can warp their own heddle reeds either in the 
class or at home. 

Materials Fee: $30.00. Joanne will provide all supplies for the mini-
workshop that will be provided to participants prior to the meeting date. 

Supply List: Students should bring to the workshop the previously 
provided bands, scissors, and measuring tape. If the students have 
slender Swedish boat shuttles, quills or temples they should bring 
them. 

Apr 8-10, 2020. Swedish Pattern Weaves with Joanne Hall. 
Workshop (3 Days).  Each participant will warp their own portable 
loom ahead of time for use in a round robin workshop using Swedish 
pattern weaves. Students will learn to weave at least eight different 
kinds of Swedish pattern weaves. 

Materials Fee: $45.00 Joanne will provide all supplies for the 
workshop to include wound warps in time for students to pick them up 
at the March 14, 2020 meeting.  She will supply wefts, handouts, 
warping thread and the use of some personal equipment, as well as a 
heddle reed and shuttles. Joanne will use warping pegs attached to 
tables.  Supply List:  same as the mini workshop. 

May 6 – 8, 2020. Pictorial Crochet: Crochet Cityscapes with Jo 
Hamilton. Workshop (3 Days).   Each participant will create a two-
dimensional cityscape from crocheted yarn, using practical and creative 
design to create color, depth, and perspective in their work. Participants 
will learn ways to transform a printed image into a representational 
crocheted art, learning how to “paint” with yarn using color, line, texture, 
and stitches and row direction, using their own vision and ideas as 
additional sources of inspiration. Students can expect to complete a 
small or medium-sized piece by the end of the workshop. You should 
be proficient in basic crochet. 

Supply List: Bring a printed image of a building, street scene or 
skyline with two extra copies if possible. This can be a jpeg printout, 
photograph, painting, magazine clipping, etc. Bring a variety of yarns to 
interpret the piece; a variety of yarn types and thicknesses e.g. cotton, wool, or acrylic should be used. Bring a 
variety of crochet hooks, both in the 3.25 mm-4 mm range and larger hooks for chunkier yarn along with scissors 
and yarn needles. 

Jun 13, 2020. Sculpting Wool into Small Cases with Kathleen Crescenzo. Mini Workshop (3 hours). 
Materials Fee: $25 Kit includes: pool noodle & ties, heavy bubble wrap, thin plastic, piece of tulle fabric, resist 

and mold, heavy merino prefelt, handouts, and hardware. 
Supply List:  plastic dishpan or bowl; towels and dish cloths; bar of unscented pure olive oil soap; large 

wooden spoon; plastic grocery bag. 
 
Jun 10-12, 2020. The Felted Handbag with Kathleen Crescenzo. Workshop (3 Days). Participants should 

have experience wet felting around a flat resist. 
Materials Fee: $35 Kathleen will provide handouts, resists, heavy weight prefelt, molds, hardware, leather, 

rivets. Supply List:  There is an extensive supply list. Visit the website to view or print it.  

Officers and Board Members 
President Gail Hamill 
Vice President Nissa Westerberg 
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https://potomacfiberartsguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/June_2020supplies.pdf


                       PFAG  March-April  2020    --    Page 3   

Don’t forget the Hospitality Table:  for March it is members with birthdays in odd numbered months. 

Workshop Location Update 
If you have been to a Guild workshop in February, you have already had a chance to try out our new 

workshop space.  For the rest of us here is the skinny!    Our extended workshops are now being held in the 
classroom space at VisArts, 155 Gibbs St, Rockville Town Center, Rockville, MD 20850.   The only slight 
disadvantage to this location is that you need to pay for parking.  We have secured discount parking passes at the 
rate of $7.00 per day for students who want to purchase them.   These passes are only good in garages A, B 
and C so be mindful where you park.  There are a couple of unaffiliated lots where the passes cannot be 
used. And the classroom is a bit smaller than we are used to so, um -- pack light!  But hey there is an elevator so 
no lugging stuff up the stairs and there are places to get food and coffee really close by, Yay! 

Fiber Events 
Once again we mention the Handweavers Guild of America Convergence in Knoxville, 

July 23-30. The conference includes workshops, seminars, and tours covering nearly all aspects 
of fiber arts. There may still be spaces in some. Also, check the website for prospectuses and 
deadlines on exhibits to enter. Not all the exhibits require that you register for the conference. For more 
information, go to https://weavespindye.org/ 

 
Registration for The Complex Weavers 2020 Seminars opened in February. CW Seminars will also take 

place in Knoxville. The dates are July 19-22. The Seminars are geared primarily to weavers. If you plan to attend 
both conferences the day between the two is a great time to explore the various exhibits in the Knoxville area. For 
more information go to https://www.complex-weavers.org/ 

 
Potomac Fiber Arts Guild will be the featured guild at Artisans United in March-April 2020.  

It is a nice way to see some of the work our guild members produce and perhaps pick up a nice 
gift or two. Artisans United is at 4022C Hummer Road Annandale, VA 22003 703-941-0202.   
Hours: Monday through Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm. 

 
The exhibit, An American Story: Jewish & Muslim Perspectives at the Sandy Spring 

Museum displays the work of Jews and Muslims Making Art Together (JAMMART). It features a 
seven-piece free-standing sculpture, in addition to new works that highlight America’s ideals of 
freedom, justice, and equality that has attracted people of diverse backgrounds to this country.  
On exhibit March 5 - May 31, 2020, there is an opening reception, March 8, 2020, 1-3 pm. 

In addition, Exhibit Curator Sabir A. Rahman and speakers will share their moving stories of 
emigration in A Modern American Dream: Stories of Immigration at the museum on Sunday, April 
5th, from 2 – 4 pm. 

 
Weave a Real Peace is offering a scholarship to students who may be interested in 

applying for the Alice Brown Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship includes 
conference registration and room and board at their annual meeting, Grassroots: Yarn 
and Tales in Bozeman, MT May 28-31.  Apply by March 31. WARP’s mission is to foster 
a global network of enthusiasts who value the importance of textiles to grassroots 
economies. To learn more our annual meetings, visit 

https://weavearealpeace.org/annual-meetings/ 

From the Librarian 
Extracts from previous reviews by Carla Gladstone 

We are dipping back into the archives for some treasures from past reviews while Becky continues to update 
the guild library.  

https://weavespindye.org/
https://www.complex-weavers.org/
https://weavearealpeace.org/annual-meetings/
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This month, we take a tour of woven fabrics that do not lie flat,  with the book  
Weaving Textiles that Shape Themselves by Ann Richards, This book examines the 
possibilities of weaving textiles that crumple, pleat, and bubble in exciting ways 
depending on the types of yarn used, yarn spacing, weave structures, and cloth 
finishing technique. Most of these textiles use some form of “energized” or “active” yarn, 
which can be a familiar material such as wool or silk, or a modern material such as 
lycra. The behavior of such textiles can be hard to predict, and anyone who explores 
these materials and techniques must be prepared to do a lot of sampling. The author 
has been investigating these enigmatic textiles for years. The book contains 192 pages 
of very detailed discussions of all the variables that go into designing and weaving 
three-dimensional cloth. In order to cover the unusual materials and techniques, 

Richards supplies information and observations pertinent to any kind of weaving. A bonus is that the book is 
beautifully illustrated. 

In honor of this month’s speaker we reacquaint you with Principles of the Stitch: How to use flat stitches, 
color, and shading to create imaginative needlework and crewel designs by Lilo 
Markrich, from 1976. As a textile historian, Markrich was keenly aware that the "chain 
of transmitted knowledge" about embroidery "was broken by the Industrial Revolution" 
and thus that "the twentieth-century embroiderer has not been heir to a tradition of 
learning by doing." She wanted to challenge what she saw as the "embroidery of rote" 
as exemplified by kits and needlework books with rules about where to use each type 
of stitch and making the back as perfect as the front.  

This book grew from her teachings and groups the stitches in a way I've never 
seen anywhere else: by the hand movements required to make them. She begins with 
the running stitch with numerous variations, then develops the stitches "made with a 
circular hand motion" including back-stitch and satin stitch. She presents diagrams, 
worked samples, and photographs of how the stitches have been used in historical textiles. She gives detailed 
descriptions of the challenges posed by each stitch and how to overcome them. Her goal is to deliver the 
technical information that will allow the student to develop skills and confidence. She states, "The secret of 
success is the ability to cope with unexpected disasters." 

Members work on display  
Kristina Penhoet has work in the Resident Art 

Show at Artists & Makers in Rockville.  The show runs 
from March 6 through 28.   A piece she will be showing 
is at left.  Kristina also has work in Handcrafted: Fiber 
Art & Turned Wood, at BlackRock Center for the Arts 
in Germantown MD, February 29 thru April 11.  Her 
work in this exhibit is shown at right. 

Several other guild members have work in this 
show as well:   Ruan Robertson, Dominie Nash and 
Dianne Miller Wolman   These invited fiber art entries 

were juried by Caroline Kipp, Curator of Contemporary Art at the George Washington University Textile Museum. 
There is an Artists’ Reception on Saturday, March 14, 2020, from 2:00 - 4:00 PM. 

 
Several members of our Guild have work in the Studio Art Quilt 

Associates regional show at Strathmore Mansion, “Working with the 
Muse.”  The show runs from Feb. 29 to April 18.  There is an opening 
reception on Thursday, March 5 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm. These two 
pieces from the Strathmore webpage are by guild members Cindy 
Gisdela (left) and Dominie Nash (right).     
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No Fabric/No Rules at the VA Quilt Museum, 301 South Main Street, Harrisonville, 

VA has another piece by Eileen Doughty.  The show, curated by Trudi Van Dyke, it is an 
invitational exhibit of 2D and 3D art in all media that reflect quilt designs in their work. 
Ms. Van Dyke’s observed that traditional quilting patterns were influencing artists in 
media besides fabric.  

She invited accomplished artists working in a large spectrum of media to create a 
piece of work that will have the design elements of a quilt but made without any fabric. 
Eileen’s piece called "Packaged Pinwheels" is made of bubble wrap and 6 colors of 
masking tape.  Ed. note:  I really cannot believe it’s not made of fabric.  

 
 

Joomchi 
Val Hildebrand 

This is an ancient versatile paper fabric that Jiyoung Chung, our February guest 
presenter, has turned into an intriguing art form.  Originally used in Korea to make clothing 
when the price of woven fabric was beyond the reach of many people, it is a surprising soft 
and durable textile quite like thin leather.  Processed by fusing several layers of a very thin 
mulberry paper with water and pressure, it can then be sewn, reshaped, scrunched or cut.  

Jiyoung’s pieces often have holes in them that 
she makes with just the motion and pressure of her 
hands.  The holes highlight the colors of the 
multiple layers of paper while demonstrating both its strength and fragility.  

 Criticized by traditional Joomchi makers for not creating clothing, she 
devised a Kimono in her style: the many holes creating a traditional 
looking woven pattern in the fabric but resulting in a garment that is 
unwearable.  Jiyoung has been invited to the Smithsonian Craft Show at 
the National Building Museum, Apr 22-26. For more information visit 
https://smithsoniancraftshow.org/    

Eileen Doughty and Floris Flam were 
invited to participate in a show at the Ann 
Street Gallery in Newburg, NY.  “The 
Contemporary Art of Quilting” is 
comprised of over forty quilted works by 
twenty artists who are experimenting with 
this fiber-based art form while pushing 
boundaries and challenging 
expectations.  The exhibit runs from March 7 
to April 18. The gallery is at 104 Ann 
Street.  The website is https://www.safe-
harbors.org/events/quilting/ 
 

Floris’s piece “Doorway” is shown at left.  
Eileen shared two pieces she has in the 
show: “Rhapsody” is shown on the top right 
and her other piece called SOB is below it. 

https://smithsoniancraftshow.org/
https://www.safe-harbors.org/events/quilting/
https://www.safe-harbors.org/events/quilting/
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WIMWWIB 
It was the first ever …”What I made with what I bought” … creative extravaganza at the January 2020 

meeting.  We did it just to show that those treasures we garnered at the bi-annual sale “do too” get made into 
something! Members demonstrated their skills and abilities in re-imagining many lost, forgotten, outgrown or cast 
off fibers into the panoply of items shown below.  It was a fun event—we should do it again.  
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Fiber Adventures in Australia 
Janet Stollnitz 

When thinking of Australia, I immediately envision sheep, wool, felt, quilts—fiber! Below are a few notes and 
images from a very small sampling of textiles in Melbourne and Sydney. There is much more to see, but Australia 
is a vast country.   

 

My first stop was to the Victoria Weavers and Spinners Guild in Melbourne. I had asked ahead of time about 
visiting the guild and went prepared with some of our Guild brochures and Gallery postcards. The members were 
very welcoming and eager to hear about our Guild. The Victoria Guild has about 80 members and meets monthly 
with programs mainly by members. The guild has a storefront location with a gallery area with members’ items 
displayed for sale, a small supply shop, a small lending library, and space for meetings and workshops. It is nice 
to see how other guilds run their operations. 

 

My next stop was to the Melbourne Museum which 
contains a wide range of exhibits including two that featured 
textiles. This was part of a series of large tapestries, “The 
Federation Tapestry: one people united in peace,” woven 
in 2000-2001 at the Victorian Tapestry Workshop. The 

tapestries share a common 
theme celebrating the centenary 
of Australia as a nation.  

 

Then it was on to the Ian Potter Museum of Art of the University of Melbourne. 
A series of wall hangings, “Circles of Life,” created by Tammy Kanat in 2019, uses 
yarns and felt in a wrapping technique to create geometric shapes. Here is a close 
up of one of her pieces. 

 

And I just 
“had to stop” 

at the National Wool Museum in Geelong 
which is often referred to as the Bradford of 
Australia. (Bradford was a huge textile center 
in England.)   The Museum takes the visitor 
through the history of wool in Australia from 
sheep to wool processing equipment through 
spinning and weaving to finished goods.  A 
highlight of the Museum is seeing this 1910 
Axminster Jacquard Gripper Loom in action. The loom uses  
1,002 punch cards, 1,323 bobbins and seven colors to weave pile carpeting. All of 
those bobbins are shown on spools in the photo above. 

 

I continued my journey with a visit to the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney.  
There I found a lace demonstration tucked away in the Lace Study Room. Two 
volunteers had a bobbin lace pillow set up with “not so fine thread and a simple 
pattern” for visitors to use. It was delightful to see a boy about ten years old happily 
making lace during my visit. The lure of fiber continues to attract young enthusiasts.  

 

Sheer volume and color was evident in another exhibit at the Powerhouse, one 
that included 150 garments and wall art by Jenny Kee and Linda Jackson. The 
duo began their partnership in the 70s making sweaters knitted using bold colors 
with lots of imagery; more advanced work used multiple techniques to create 
complete ensembles—literally head to toe—like this robe and headdress.  With so 
many treasures only one word sums it up—Wow!  
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At the PFA Gallery 
Carol Bodin 

Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery announces the opening of its juried show, 'PURPLE POPS', coming March 17, 
2020 and running through April 19, 2020. The many shades and tones of purple are our inspiration for this show. 
Winter is out and color is in! Themed work will be eligible for recognition by the jurors. Non-themed work may also 
be exhibited.   The current show   “Architecture in Fiber", opened on February 13, 2020.  Local and worldwide 
architecture serve as inspiration for the pieces in this show which is available until Mar 15. 

The Gallery is located in the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 North Union Street, Studio 29, Alexandria, VA 
22314.  Hours: 10:30 am to 5:30 pm daily and weekends, and 10:30 am to 9:00 pm on the second Thursday of 
each month.  Admission is free. 

Getting Out and About 
Val Hildebrand 

The recently closed exhibit at the Phillips Collection, Bonnard to Vuillard: The Intimate Poetry of Everyday Life 
highlighted some intriguing examples of fabric depictions notable because these artists collectively known as “The 
Nabis” were particularly interested in taking art into the realm of decorative interior design.  The range of work 
went from a large needlepoint wall hanging of a woman in a flowing gown by Paul Elie Ranson, the striking purple 
cape of the woman in Felix Vallotton’s painting, stained glass panels of Ker-Xavier Roussel, showing a woman 
and child in peasant smocks and the dazzling fabrics in one of Edouard Vuillard’s paintings of women at work. 

 

   

Membership 
If you know someone who would like to join our guild, please invite them to a meeting or refer them to our 

website, http://www.potomacfiberartsguild.org/guild.  For answers to membership questions contact 
membership@potomacfiberartsguild.org 

Outreach 
Our Guild promotes excellence in design and fine craftsmanship in the fiber arts. Part of that mission is to 

provide educational opportunities to the general public to promote a better appreciation of the fiber arts.  Contact 
outreach@potomacfiberartsguild.org with your ideas and suggestions.  We like to feature these Community 
Outreach opportunities in the newsletter, so please also send information and especially photos of your 
participation to newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org .  Financial support, in the form of a mini-grant, is available 
to members to help fund outreach projects.  For more info contact Julie Haifley, Outreach Committee Chair. 

Hospitality 
As a reminder, members with birthdays in odd numbered months, bring finger food to share for the March 

meeting (month 3). The even numbered birth month folks are on for April (month 4). 

http://www.potomacfiberartsguild.org/guild
mailto:membership@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:outreach@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org
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Newsletter 
The Newsletter is posted to the PFAG website and is accessible via the link in the email sent to Mailman 

subscribed members.  To access the current issue of the newsletter, click the emailed link. You can also view it 
by logging in to the Members area at our website. Click the big green oval that says click here for the latest issue.  

Newsletters are published just prior to the meeting month of the current issue. Send your fiber experiences, 
workshop impressions and more. Email the editor at newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org.  

Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery 
The Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery at the Torpedo Factory in Alexandria, VA is located diagonally across from the 

Café in studio 29.   We invite new members from the guild to display their art.  Please contact Marisela Rumberg  
at  Marisela@mariselarumberg.com for information and an appointment to be juried.  

Inclement Weather Policy 
In the event of a severe weather emergency affecting a PFAG monthly meeting, program or workshop (mini  
and extended), the Guild will follow the closing guidelines issued by Montgomery County Government for 

events involving Community Use of Public Facilities (CUPF).   (Please note this is not Montgomery County Public 
Schools).  If severe weather threatens, please visit the CUPF Emergency Closing Information website. 

If CUPF facilities are closed and/or events are cancelled or delayed, PFAG events will be cancelled. As with 
any endeavor, members should be guided by their own best judgement in deciding whether to venture out in 
difficult weather. 

Inspiration Corner 
Val Hildebrand 

This month’s inspiration comes from more of a “where” than a “what” and is a 
testament to how inspiration peeps out at you from unexpected places:  from a Little Free 
Library!  It is the first LFL I have come across in the “wild”.  

What I found was not last year’s paperback bestseller but rather a 
gem of a book on textiles.   Textiles Today: a global survey of 
trends and traditions by Chloe Colchester.   

This book has an amazing range of fiber objects from spray-on 
fabrics to emergency shelters made of cement-impregnated fabric 

bonded to inflatable plastic. Shown here are a few that grabbed my interest: machine 
embroidered textile grafts used to reattach muscles to bones after surgery, interlocking die-
cut tab and slot fabric modules that can be changed around to suit your whimsy and a pompom light switch made 
using conductive yarns and thermo-chromatic ink. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is enough in here to provide inspiration for many months to come.  Next time you are in need of a little 
inspiration—try a Little Free Library you, too, might be surprised.  

 
 

Follow this link to see what’s trending on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pg/PotomacFiberArtsGuild/posts/ 

mailto:newsletter@potomacfiberartsguild.org
mailto:Marisela@mariselarumberg.com
http://montgomerycountymd.gov/cupf/info-cupf/emergency.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pg/PotomacFiberArtsGuild/posts/

